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“To me, a building — if it's beautiful —
is the love of one man; he's made it out of his
love for space, materials, things like that”

— Martha Graham
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DESIGN | Urban agriculture
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The firm wants to expand this early
programme around the city. It's in the prototype
phase of a project with a local elementary

- school in which 18 greenhouses on an empty lot g’ﬁ
- adjacent to the school will provide produce for
'.", school lunches. “The kids won't be there during
= the primary growing season of summer, so they

can plant winter crops and harvest colder-
weather produce and then plant again in
February to get one more crop by June, when
school gets out,” says Susan H Jones, founder
and principal of Atelierjones.

A couple years ago, she met with Andrea
Petzel, then of the Seattle's department of
planning and development as part of the city
council's local food action initiative. “The

oolcino at cities

hrough the lens

We looked for barriers to urban agriculture, how
to integrate urban agriculture in our emergency
O O O management plan, how to make more land
spaces available,” says Petzel, now in Seattle's

office of sustainability and environment.

“To develop a new piece of code we met
with code-compliance people, plan review
people, the department of neighbourhoods, and
the planning and development department. We
=X NIGRIGILE . L RIEEER also met with community groups and
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF ATELIERJONES

individuals. That's how | met Susan. She brought
up issues that were important to a larger group
of people. It even related to department of
neighbourhoods which has community gardens
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From the poorest to the richest neighbournoods in the US,
urban agriculture is becoming de rigueur
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When her family stepped into the White House,
First Lady Michelle Obama espoused a timely,
multi-faceted issue by embracing home
gardens, returning to a World War Il practice in
North America and Europe known as Victory
Gardens. Throw in global warming, a rocky
economy, and rising obesity and a full-scale
urban agriculture trend sprouts nationwide.
While the phrase ‘urban agriculture’ is still,
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to the common household, considered analogous
to food coops and low-income vocational
practices, it has indeed evolved. Denizens are
successfully convincing municipal leaders to
change zoning. They're stocking restaurants
with locally-grown produce, perpetuating
sustainable dietary and agricultural practices in
children via outdoor gardening programmes in
schools, and gaining supplemental income.

In Washington state, Seattle-based
architecture firm Atelierjones is developing
inexpensive, immediately deployable urban
greenhouses that will allow for mini farms to
sprout up throughout the city, minimally
impacting the land, requiring no digging or soil
clean up, and offering easy relocation.

These 45 sqg-ft urban greenhouses,
estimated to cost US$435 each, will allow
homeowners, restaurateurs and schools to
seemingly extend farming seasons. Each
greenhouse harvests rainwater and enough
solar energy to power a growlight that also
works as an auxiliary heat source. Installation
consists of connecting the hoses between the
fabric gutters and the water cistern, installing
the solar grow light and solar panel, and filling
growth bags with soil and seeds.

and some rooftop gardens.”

The result expanded land-use codes beyond
horticulture, animal husbandry, and
aquaculture, by allowing permit-free urban
farms of up to 4,000 sqg-ft of planting area, for
rooftop gardens higher than the original height
restriction of 15ft, and for vertical gardens.

“We just passed the legislation in the
summer of 2010 and therefore missed the big
growing season, but we're curious to see how it
turns out this year. I've sat in on meetings with
projects who wanted to incorporate community
gardens into their new developments. The City
of Seattle went this way because we're zoned
almost 60 per cent single-family. The biggest
opportunities are in people's backyards. We
allow that in single-family zones, allowing light
commercial elements in their zones now."”
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